Section 3

How should your attorneys make decisions?

You need to choose whether your attorneys can make decisions on their own

or must agree some or all decisions unanimously.

Whatever you choose, they must always act in your best interests.

D I only appointed one attorney (turn to section 4)

How do you want your attorneys to work together? (tick one only)

D Jointly and severally

Attorneys can make decisions on their own or together. Most people
choose this option because it’s the most practical. Attorneys can get
together to make important decisions if they wish, but can make simple
or urgent decisions on their own. It’s up to the attorneys to choose when
they act together or alone. It also means that if one of the attorneys dies
or can no longer act, your LPA will still work.

If one attorney makes a decision, it has the same effect as if all the
attorneys made that decision.

[ | Jointly

Attorneys must agree unanimously on every decision, however big

or small. Remember, some simple decisions could be delayed because it
takes time to get the attorneys together. If your attorneys can’t agree a
decision, then they can only make that decision by going to court.

Be careful - if one attorney dies or can no longer act, all your attorneys
become unable to act. This is because the law says a group appointed
‘jointly’ is a single unit. Your LPA will stop working unless you appoint at
least one replacement attorney (in section 4).

I:' Jointly for some decisions, jointly and severally for other decisions

Attorneys must agree unanimously on some decisions, but can make
others on their own. If you choose this option, you must list the
decisions your attorneys should make jointly and agree unanimously
on Continuation sheet 2. The wording you use is important. There are
examples in the Guide, part A3.

Be careful - if one of your attorneys dies or can no longer act, none

of your attorneys will be able to make any of the decisions you’ve said
should be made jointly. Your LPA will stop working for those decisions
unless you appoint at least one replacement attorney (in section 4).

Your original attorneys will still be able to make any of the other decisions
alongside your replacement attorneys.
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For help with this
section, see the
Guide, part A3.

@ Ifyou choose jointly

n for some decisions...’,
you may want to
take legal advice,
particularly if the
examples in part A3
of the Guide don’t
match your needs.
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